
John Swalwell, who is now living retired in Marinette, enjoying the fruits of a well-spent life, was born at 

Arran Yell, Canada in 1820, and is a son of Anthony and Mary (Beckworth) Swalwell. In an early day, his 

parents removed to Canada, and his father, who was a civil engineer, was employed on the Rideau 

canal, near Ottawa. He was a native of London, England, and from early life followed civil engineering in 

Canada, where his death occurred in 1873, when he was aged seventy-three years. His wife died in the 

same country in 1883, aged eighty-four years. Their family numbered ten children, four now living, 

namely: John; George, a resident of the State of Washington; Thomas, who is living in Canada, and 

Sarah, wife of James Johnston, of Washington. 

We now take up the personal history of our subject, who is both widely and favorably known in 

Marinette. He was reared and educated in Canada, and on leaving his native land, engaged in the 

lumber business, which he followed until his removal to Marinette in November, 1869. The journey from 

Ottawa, Canada, was made by rail to Green Bay, thence on the vessel “Queen” to Marinette. Here he 

engaged in logging for the N. Ludington Lumber Company for one winter, spent one winter in the 

employ of Robert Stephenson, and later engaged in logging for the New York Company, now the 

Menominee River Company, through one winter. He next entered the employ of the McCartney Milling 

Company, and the succeeding year engaged with the H. Whitbeck Company, with whom he continued 

for two years. On the expiration of that period he abandoned the lumber trade, and with the capital that 

he had acquired through his industry and enterprise embarked in the real-estate business. He purchased 

a lot on Main street from Henry Handy, and received the first warranty deed given in Marinette. He built 

the first two-story frame building on Main street, and after its destruction by fire in 1888 erected a fine 

two-story brick building with 60 feet frontage on Main street, including three stores that are now 

occupied by clothing firms. The upper story is used as living rooms and offices. In addition to his own 

residence property he has two dwellings on Wisconsin street, which he rents, and the rental from his 

stores and houses is a profitable income. 

Mr. Swalwell was married in Canada to 1844 to Elizabeth Johnston, who was born in 1825 in Scotland, as 

was also her father. James Johnston, who in an early day emigrated to Canada, making it his home until 

his death, which occurred many years ago. To Mr. and Mrs. Swalwell have been born three daughters – 

Jane, wife of E.L. Williams, of Marinette, and Adelia, wife of David Barclay, of Menominee, Michigan. 

Mr. and Mrs. Swalwell are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and are actively interested in 

growth and upbuilding. In politics our subject takes a warm interest, and exercises his right of franchise 

as a supporter of the Democratic party. All that he possesses he has acquired through his own efforts, 

and from limited circumstances he has steadily worked his way upward to a position of affluence. His life 

has been well spent, his public and private career are alike above reproach, and he well deserves 

mention among Marinette’s prominent citizens. Socially he is a member of the Temple of Honor. 
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