In Memory of Seargent William Edward Thompson

1915-1944

(Company D, 66th Armored Regiment 2nd Armored Division, United States Army)

Age: 29

Parents: Frederick Thompson & Mary Bentley
Conflict: World War

Country Enlisted In: United States of America
Country of Death: France

Relation: Maternal Half 6" Cousin 1X Removed

Sergeant William Thompson served with Company D of the 66th Armored Regiment, 2nd
Armored Division — the famed “Hell on Wheels” division commanded during \
the war by General George S. Patton. The 66th Armored Regiment formed
one of the principal tank units of the division and played a critical role in the
Allied campaign across Western Europe following the D-Day landings in
June 1944.

Born in the United States and later laid to rest in Martville Cemetery,

Martville, New York, Thompson answered his country’s call during the
Second World War and became part of one of the most mobile and
hard-hitting formations in the U.S. Army. Armored soldiers such as
Thompson operated under constant danger — mines, ambushes,

artillery fire, and sudden counterattacks were ever-present threats,
even in areas already declared “liberated.”

He lost his life in 1944 near Carentan, Manche, Basse-Normandie,
France, during the period of the Allied breakout following the
Normandy landings. While Carentan had officially been
secured earlier in the summer, the region remained
hazardous as armored columns moved through contested
terrain amid Operation Cobra, the large-scale push designed to break
through German defensive lines and open the road
across France. Though not tied to a single headline
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battle, this phase of the campaigh was marked by



relentless movement, uncertain intelligence, and deadly resistance from retreating enemy
forces.

Sergeant Thompson’s service represents the courage and endurance of the armored crews
who bore the brunt of mechanized warfare — advancing through narrow roads, hedgerows,
and open countryside alike, often under fire and with little rest. His sacrifice stands as part
of the broader struggle that helped secure the liberation of France and hastened the end of
the war in Europe.

He is remembered not only as a soldier of the 2nd Armored Division, but as a young man
who gave his life far from home in the cause of freedom. His final resting place in New York
ensures that his name and service remain close to the community from which he came,
while his actions remain forever linked to the fields of Normandy where so many fought and
fell.
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