In Memory of Ensign Oscar Hall Cantrell

1918 -1943

(United States Navy Reserve)

Age: 25

Parents: Oscar Cantrell & Winnie Hall

Conflict: World War

Country Enlisted In: United States of America
Country of Death: United States of America
Relation: Stepson of Maternal 4" Cousin 3X Removed

Oscar Hall Cantrell was born in 1918 in Sylvester, Georgia, and came of age during the
interwar years in a country still shaped by the memory of the First World S

War and the hardships of the Great Depression. Drawn to aviation at a
time when military flying was still a demanding and selective profession,
he pursued service in the United States Navy before America entered
the war.

He entered active service through the pre-war Aviation Cadet (AVCAD)
program, one of the principal pathways by which the U.S. Navy
trained its future aviators. In 1942, he was designated a Naval
Aviator, receiving Naval Aviator Number 16214, and was
commissioned as an Ensign in the United States Navy Reserve. His
training and service placed him among the rapidly expanding cadre
of naval airmen tasked with meeting the demands of a global
conflict.

On 6 June 1943, Ensign Cantrell was lost at sea while on duty in the
vicinity of the United States Virgin Islands. He was reported missing in
action, and no remains were recovered. He was twenty-six years old.

Ensign Cantrell has no known grave. His name is commemorated on
the East Coast Memorial, which honours American service members

Ensign
United States Naval Reserve



who lost their lives in the Atlantic coastal waters, the Caribbean, and the Gulf of Mexico
during the Second World War and have no resting place. He is also remembered at
Riverside Cemetery, where his family’s remembrance stands in place of a grave.

Ensign Oscar Hall Cantrell did not return. His service reflects the risks borne not only in
combat zones, but also in the training and
operational flying that underpinned naval air power
during the war. He is remembered.
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Panel on the East Coast Memorial
Remembering Ensign Cantrell

East Coast Memorial
Manhattan, New York City, USA




