
 In Memory of Private William James Haselwood 

1892 - 1916 

(8th Battalion of the East Surrey Regiment) 

Age: 24 
Parents: Henry Herbert Haselwood & Rosetta Piper 
Conflict: World War I, The Great War 
Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
Country of Death: Département de la Somme, Hauts-de-France, France 
Relation: Paternal 4th Cousin 3X Removed 

 

Private William James Haselwood was twenty-four years old when he was  
killed on the opening day of the Battle of the Somme, one of the bloodiest  
days in British military history. He served with the 8th Battalion of the East  
Surrey Regiment, a battalion that would forever be remembered for its  
part in the terrible assault of July 1st, 1916. 

That morning, after a week-long bombardment meant to crush the  
German defenses, tens of thousands of British soldiers climbed  
from their trenches and began the advance across no man’s land.  
The 8th East Surreys were given an unusual and tragic distinction:  
their commanding oƯicer, in an attempt to steady the nerves of his  
men, ordered footballs to be kicked ahead of the advance. So it  
was that the battalion rose from their lines near Montauban, rolling  
footballs across the churned ground, even as German machine guns  
opened fire. 

The reality of the battlefield was far from sport. The bombardment  
had failed to silence the defenders, and the German positions were  
bristling with unbroken wire and concealed guns. The men of the  
East Surreys pressed forward through a storm of fire, each step  
taken under the sweep of machine-gun bullets and bursting shells.  
The ground was torn by craters, and bodies fell in rows as the 
regiment tried to push on toward the village of Montauban. 

It was in this maelstrom that William Haselwood was killed. 
Whether struck by gunfire in the open ground or torn by shrapnel in the advance, his young 
life was ended in those terrible first hours of the Somme oƯensive. He was one of nearly 
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20,000 British soldiers who died on that single day, the blackest in the long history of the 
army. 

Unlike many who disappeared into the fields of the Somme with no trace, William was 
given a grave. He rests in Carnoy Military Cemetery, close to the ground where he fell. 
Today, the cemetery lies in peaceful farmland, the rows of white headstones standing in 
silence where once the air shook with the roar of guns. 

Private William James Haselwood was only twenty-four. His story is bound forever to the 
tragedy of July 1st, 1916 — a day of bravery, horror, and immeasurable loss. He was one of 
thousands who carried the hopes of his regiment forward into the storm, and though he 
never returned, his sacrifice is remembered in the soil of France, in the records of the East 
Surrey Regiment, and in the quiet rows of Carnoy where he lies. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carnoy Military Cemetery 
Carnoy, Departement de la Somme, Picardie, France 

 


