In Memory of Private Alfred Harold Hazelwood

1884 - 1917
(3rd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment)

Age: 33

Parents: David Hazelwood & Louisa Hurrell

Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Country of Death: Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, England, United Kingdom
Relation: Paternal 4" Cousin 3X Removed

Private Alfred Harold Hazelwood was thirty-three years old when his
life was claimed, not on the battlefield, but in the hospitals of Britain
during the First World War. He had enlisted in the Army and served
with the 3rd Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment, a unit that, like many
reserve and training battalions, prepared men for the front while also
carrying its share of casualties from illness and strain.

By 1917, the war had raged for more than two years. Across France
and Flanders, the Suffolk Regiment fought in the trenches, enduring
all the horrors of the Western Front. Alfred, however, never reached
those blood-soaked fields. Instead, his struggle was fought against
sickness at home. While serving in uniform, he fell gravely ill and
was admitted to No. 1 Eastern General Hospital, one of the large
wartime hospitals set up in Cambridge to care for the endless tide
of sick and wounded.

On the 6th of January, 1917, Alfred Hazelwood died of illness. The
records do not detail the precise cause, butin those years pneumonia,
influenza, tuberculosis, and other diseases claimed thousands of
soldiers. Crowded camps, the strains of military life, and the limits of
contemporary medicine meant thatillness often struck as lethally
as enemy fire. For Alfred, the war ended notin a trench butin a

hospital bed, far from the guns of France, yet still in the service Private in the Suffolk

of his country. Regiment 3" Battalion

He was laid to rest in the churchyard of St Peter and St Paul,
where his grave remains among those of his community. Unlike the distant cemeteries of



France and Belgium, his resting place lies within the soil of home, a reminder to those who
loved him that his service was no less real, his sacrifice no less profound.

Private Alfred Harold Hazelwood’s story is a reminder that the cost of the Great War was
not borne only in the roar of battle. Illness and exhaustion claimed countless men, their
lives shortened by the conditions of military service. At thirty-three, Alfred gave his life as
surely as if he had fallen in France. His name endures in the records of the Suffolk
Regiment, and his grave in the quiet English churchyard stands as testimony to his service,
his sacrifice, and the heavy toll of the

war at home as well as abroad.
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