In Memory of Private Phineas P. Dowd

1822 - 1864
(Company |, 7th Connecticut Infantry)

Age: 42

Spouse: Charlotte (Banning) Dowd

Conflict: American Civil War

Country Enlisted In: United States of America - Union
Country of Death: United States of America - Confederacy

Relation: Husband of Maternal 2" Cousin 5X Removed

Private Phineas P. Dowd was forty-two years old when he joined the
Union Army in the dark first years of the American Civil War. He
enlisted with Company | of the 7th Connecticut Infantry, a regiment
raised in New Haven in 1861 that would see hard service along the
Atlantic coast. Though older than many of the young men around
him, Phineas marched with them into campaigns that carried the
regiment through swamps, sandy islands, and across the
fire-swept beaches of South Carolina.

OnJuly 11, 1863, he was among the men ordered to take part
in the Union assault on Fort Wagner, the Confederate
stronghold guarding the entrance to Charleston Harbor on
Morris Island. The attack became famous for the desperate
courage of the 54th Massachusetts Infantry, who charged the
walls under murderous fire. The 7th Connecticut fought beside
them that day, pressing forward across sand and swamp as
cannon and rifles tore their ranks apart. The assault was brutal,
leaving the beach littered with the fallen. Many of those who
survived were captured, and Phineas was among them.

He was taken to Richmond, Virginia, and confined in Libby Prison,
a former tobacco warehouse converted into one of the
Confederacy’s most notorious prisons. The conditions were
dreadful. The building was overcrowded, the air foul, the Soldier of the Union Arywith
food meager, and disease spread unchecked. Winter Company I, 7th Connecticut Infantry



drafts cut through broken windows, and the prisoners huddled together for warmth,
weakened daily by hunger and illness.

It was there, in those harsh conditions, that Phineas fell sick. Pneumonia spread easily in
the damp and overcrowded prison, and with little medicine and no proper care, his strength
faded. On March 8, 1864, after months of captivity, he died within the prison’s walls.

After the war, his remains were reinterred at Andersonville National Cemetery in Georgia,
where thousands of Union soldiers who perished in captivity were laid to rest. The
cemetery rows are filled with men who suffered the same fate — taken prisoner, starved,
weakened, and struck down by disease before freedom ever returned.

Phineas P. Dowd’s story is one of endurance and quiet courage. Though his life ended not
on the battlefield but in the misery of a prison cell, his sacrifice was no less part of the
Union cause. At forty-two, he gave his strength and his years to the war, and he died far
from home, a victim of the hardships that claimed so many. His name endures among
those who bore the harshest trials of
the conflict, remembered for his
service, his suffering, and the ultimate
price he paid for the preservation of the
nation.
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