In Memory of Private Norman Frederick Veley

1884 - 1916
(4th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment))

Age: 32 X M
Parents: Ira Daniel Veley & Zilpha Babcock I*‘ .
Conflict: World War |, The Great War S B

Country Enlisted In: Canada

Country of Death: Vimy, Hauts-de-France, France
Relation: Maternal 4" Cousin 2X Removed

At 32 years old, Norman Frederick Veley was older than many of his
comrades when he enlisted in Canada to serve in the Great War. He
joined the 4th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment),
part of the storied 1st Canadian Division. Like so many who
volunteered, he left behind the familiarity of home for the uncertainty
of awar fought an ocean away.

By the autumn of 1916, the Canadians were engaged in the
Battle of the Somme, one of the bloodiest campaigns of the war.
The 4th Battalion was heavily involved in the fighting near
Courcelette and Regina Trench, where mud, shellfire, and
unrelenting machine guns turned the battlefield into a nightmare. "

The atmosphere was brutal and unyielding. The skies were grey
with smoke, the ground a swamp of mud and broken wire. The
sounds were a ceaseless roar — heavy artillery shaking the earth,
the chatter of machine guns cutting through the din, and the
cries of men as waves of infantry went forward into the storm. In
the rare quiet between barrages, thoughts would have turned to
home, family, and the fragile hope of survival.

On 8 October 1916, amid the fighting around Regina Trench,

Private Veley was reported missing. In the chaos of battle, 4th Battalion, Canadian Infantry
with men falling under shellfire and rifle volleys, many were (Central Ontario Regiment)
never recovered. For Norman, there was no known grave. Private
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He was presumed dead that day, another life swallowed by the Somme’s unrelenting toll.
He was 32 years old.

Today, his name is inscribed on the Vimy Memorial in France, among the thousands of
Canadians who have no known resting place. Though the earth did not return him, his
sacrifice is remembered in stone, a lasting tribute to a man who gave his life in Canada’s
struggle on the Western Front.
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