In Memory of Corporal Henry Clay Banning

1839 - 1862
(Company G of the 7th Connecticut Volunteers)

Age: 23

Parents: Henry Seabury Banning & Nancy M. Robinson
Conflict: American Civil War

Country Enlisted In: United States of America - Union
Country of Death: United States of America - Confederacy

Relation: Maternal 3™ Cousin 4X Removed

Corporal Henry Clay Banning was just twenty-three years old when he
gave his life in the service of the Union during the American Civil
War. He enlisted in September of 1861 at New Haven, Connecticut,
joining Company G of the 7th Connecticut Volunteers. Like so many g
young men, he marched off with the fresh determination of a
volunteer, uniform crisp and musket polished, his heart set on
defending the nation in its hour of trial.

Within weeks, Henry and his comrades were sent south, first

to Washington, D.C., then on to Fortress Monroe in Virginia, a
staging ground for the coastal campaigns that would carry them
into the very heart of the Confederacy. By November, he found
himself amid the roar of naval guns at the Battle of Port Royal,
South Carolina. The thunder of cannon echoed across the water as
Union warships forced their way into the harbor. It was one of the
first great Union victories of the war, and Henry was there at the
opening of that triumph, a witness to history in the making.

That winter, the regiment was stationed on the Sea Islands, where
the salt wind swept across fields of abandoned plantations. On
Tybee Island, Georgia, Henry helped prepare siege works for the
coming assault on Fort Pulaski. The men labored in the sandy soil,
dragging heavy guns into position, digging batteries

under the glare of the southern sun, all the while Soldier of the Union A,y with
knowing that the fort’s mighty brick walls loomed just Company G, 7th Connecticut
across the river. Volunteers



On April 10th and 11th, 1862, the 7th Connecticut took part in the bombardment of
Pulaski. The earth shook with the blast of Union artillery; the air filled with smoke and the
thunder of shot striking home. By the second day, great gashes were torn in the walls, and
the Confederates were forced to surrender. It was a decisive victory, one that closed the
port of Savannah and proved that even the strongest fortifications could not withstand
modern rifled guns. Henry had played his part in that success, and the regiment remained
to garrison the fort in the weeks that followed.

It was there, in the heat and damp of the Georgia lowlands, that illness crept into the camp.
Disease claimed far more soldiers than bullets during the war, and for Henry, it struck
suddenly and cruelly. He fell ill with cerebritis, an inflammation of the brain, and despite
what care could be given in the regimental hospital, his young body could not endure. On
June 4th, 1862, Corporal Henry Clay Banning died, far from home, his service cut short
before he could see the larger struggle unfold.

His body was returned to Connecticut, where he was laid to rest in Oak Grove Cemetery in
West Haven, New Haven County. The soil of home received him, though his service had
taken him to distant coasts and battlefields.

Henry’s time in the army was brief, but his
sacrifice was real. He had stood beneath the
fire of Port Royal, helped bring down the walls
of Fort Pulaski, and given his strength in the
first year of the war. At twenty-three, he joined
the long roll of those who never came home,
his life offered in the Union’s great struggle to
preserve a nation. Today his grave stands in
quiet dignity, a reminder of youth, duty, and
sacrifice in America’s most grievous conflict.
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