In Memory of Private Frank George Hazlewood

1878 -1918
(23rd Battalion, London Regiment)

Age: 40

Parents: Simon Hazlewood & Helen Fanny Sturgeon

Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Country of Death: Département de la Somme, Hauts-de-France, France

Relation: Paternal 4™ Cousin 3X Removed

Private Frank George Hazlewood was forty years old when his life was
claimed in the final months of the First World War. He had enlisted in the
British Army and was serving with the 23rd Battalion of the London
Regiment, one of the many units drawn into the furious fighting of 1918
as the Allies pressed their great advance toward victory.

By August of that year, the tide of the war had turned. After four years
of stalemate, the German Army was in retreat, driven back by |

the relentless Allied counteroffensives known as the Hundred
Days. The Second Battle of the Somme was underway, and
once again the familiar fields of northern France were riven by
artillery, smoke, and the blood of thousands of men. The 23rd
Londons, like so many battalions, advanced across ground
already scarred by years of earlier battles, through villages
reduced to rubble and fields torn to mud by shellfire.

It was during this struggle that Frank Hazlewood was wounded.
The record does not tell exactly how — perhaps struck by a
burst of machine-gun fire as his company went forward, or torn
by shrapnel from an enemy barrage. However it came, his
injuries were severe, and he was evacuated from the battlefield
to the rear. The casualty clearing stations and field hospitals
were filled with the broken and the dying, where doctors Private in the London
and nurses worked tirelessly amid the groans of the Regiment 23" Battalion
wounded and the thunder of guns still echoingin the

distance.



Despite their efforts, Frank’s wounds proved mortal. On the 23rd of August, 1918, he
succumbed, just weeks before the war would at last draw to its close. He was forty years

old, an age when many soldiers around him were barely half that.

He was laid to rest in Mont Huon Military
Cemetery, near Le Tréport in France. The
cemetery became the resting place for many
who had died of wounds in the hospitals
along the coast, a place where the sea air
mixed with the quiet rows of white
headstones. Among them lies Frank George
Hazlewood, his name carved into stone as
part of the immense sacrifice of the Great
War.

His story is one of devotion carried into later
years of life, when he might have remained at
home but instead took up the uniform and
endured the hardship of war. Though he did
not live to see the Armistice, his service
carried into those final hard-fought weeks that
brought the struggle to an end. Private Frank
George Hazlewood is remembered in the soil
of France, his sacrifice one of the countless
threads woven into the victory that came so
near, yet too late for him to see.

Mont Huon Military Cemetery
Le Treport, Département de la Seine-Maritime,
Haute-Normandie, France
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