In Memory of Staff Sergeant Robert George Perry

1920 - 1944

(505th Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division United States Army) '

Age: 24

Parents: George Perry & Marguerite Strack
Conflict: World War Il
Country Enlisted In: United States of America " <
Country of Death: France

Relation: Maternal 2" Cousin 2X Removed

Robert George Perry was born in 1920 and answered his nation’s call during the greatest
test of the Second World War. A Staff Sergeant in the elite 505th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, he was among the men entrusted
with opening the Allied invasion of Nazi-occupied Europe.

On D-Day, 6 June 1944, the 82nd Airborne parachuted into the Cotentin
Peninsula in Normandy, France, with orders to seize and hold critical
terrain around Sainte—Mére—Eglise, road junctions, and causeways
leading inland from Utah Beach. These airborne troops landed scattered,
often under fire, yet rapidly regrouped to establish defensive positions
against determined German counterattacks. f\

Staff Sergeant Perry was killed in action on 7 June 1944, the day
after the landings, during the brutal opening phase of the Battle of
Normandy. This period saw intense small-unit combat as airborne
infantry fought to hold their gains while Allied forces struggled to
expand the beachhead. Units of the 2nd Battalion, 505th PIR were
heavily engaged defending northern approaches to
Sainte-Mére-Eglise and operating roadblocks near Neuville-au-Plain,
while fierce fighting raged nearby at the La Fiere causeway, one of

the most contested points of the invasion.
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Robert Perry was married two years earlier in



1942 to Martha Moses, and like so many young men of his generation, he left behind a wife
and family whose lives were forever changed by his sacrifice. Initially buried overseas near
Blosville / Carquebut, he was later returned home
to rest at Assumption Cemetery, Redford, New
York.

Staff Sergeant Perry died in the earliest hours of
the liberation of Western Europe—when the
outcome was far from certain and the cost was
measured in the lives of airborne soldiers holding
isolated positions against overwhelming odds.
His courage and sacrifice helped secure the
foothold from which freedom would spread
across France and beyond.

He is remembered with honour.

A stone monument stands where the Blosville Temporary
American Cemetery once existed before the remains were moved
to permanent cemeteries or repatriated to the United States.

Normandy, France




