In Memory of Corporal Martin Van Buren Pennock

1839 - 1864
(Company G, 4th Michigan Volunteer Infantry)

Age: 24

Parents: Ira Pennock & Mary Ann Niblack

Conflict: American Civil War

Country Enlisted In: United States of America - Union
Country of Death: United States of America - Union

Relation: Maternal 3™ Cousin 3X Removed

Martin Van Buren Pennock was only 20 years old when he enlisted on
June 20, 1861, at Adrian, Michigan, joining Company G, 4th Michigan
Volunteer Infantry. He enlisted beside his brother, Alonzo, and like so
many young men of his generation, he was driven by a sense of duty
and the conviction that the Union must be preserved.

The 4th Michigan Infantry soon earned its place among the
hard-fighting regiments of the Army of the Potomac. They marched
and fought through nearly every major campaign: the Peninsula
Campaign of 1862, the bloody fields of Second Bull Run, the
disaster at Fredericksburg, the desperate struggle at Chancellorsville,
and finally the great turning point of the war at Gettysburg. Martin
was there for all of it, enduring the endless marches, the hunger, the
sleepless nights in muddy fields, and the thunder of cannon fire that
shook the ground beneath their feet.

In May of 1863, Martin briefly returned home to Tecumseh, Michigan,
to assist in recruiting with his Captain, David Marshall. It was a brief
reprieve, but soon he was back with his regiment. OnJuly 2, 1863, at
Gettysburg, he fought in the infamous “Wheatfield”, where the 4th
Michigan faced ferocious Confederate assaults. Amid the chaos of
musket fire and smoke, Martin was captured by Confederate forces.

He was transported south to a Confederate prison, most likely Corporal of the Union Army with
Belle Isle in Richmond, Virginia, though some records suggest Company G, 4th Michigan Infantry
Libby Prison. The conditions in both were appalling. Union (st organization)

prisoners were packed together in overcrowded quarters,



exposed to the elements, with little food and contaminated water. Disease swept through
the camps. Men wasted away, and Martin was no exception. Reports described him as
“starved to a skeleton” during his confinement.

On October 25, 1863, he was admitted to a Richmond hospital with typhoid fever, the result
of the deprivation he had suffered. Only days later, on October 28, he was paroled at City
Point, Virginia, and transported to Union lines. By October 29, he had arrived at the General
Hospitalin Annapolis, Maryland, where he received medical care. Though safe at last, the
damage was done. The months of starvation and illness had left his body broken.

On Christmas Day, 1863, Martin was sent home to Tecumseh, Michigan. His family
welcomed him, but he was a shadow of the strong young man who had marched off to war
two and a half years earlier. His body could not recover. Just weeks later, on January 6,
1864, he died of typhoid fever, his system too weakened by his imprisonment to survive. He
was only 24 years old.

Martin Van Buren Pennock was laid to rest in Brookside Cemetery, Tecumseh, Lenawee
County, Michigan, surrounded by the community he had left behind to fight for the Union.
His service had taken him through nearly every major battle of the Eastern Theater, from
the Peninsula to Gettysburg, but it was not
the battlefield that claimed him—it was the
slow, grinding cruelty of imprisonment.

Though he died at home, his sacrifice was no
less profound. He endured battle, captivity,
disease, and suffering, and in the end gave
his life for the cause he believed in. Today,
his grave at Brookside Cemetery marks the
resting place of a soldier who gave everything
for his country, a young man remembered

not just for how he died, but for how
steadfastly he lived and served.
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