In Memory of Private Humphrey John Gilbert

1877 -1918
(8th Battalion of the East Surrey Regiment)

Age: 41

Spouse: Hannah (Hazlewood) Gilbert

Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Country of Death: France

Relation: Husband of Paternal 2" Cousin 4X Removed

Private Humphrey John Gilbert was forty-one years old when he
was killed in the closing months of the First World War. He had
enlisted in the British Army, serving with the 8th Battalion of the
East Surrey Regiment, a unit that had borne the weight of battle
across the fields of France since the early years of the war.
Though older than many of the boys who marched beside him,
Humphrey carried his share of the burden with the same
devotion, enduring the mud, the marches, and the firestorms
that defined life at the front.

By the summer of 1918, the Allied armies had turned the tide.
After years of stalemate, the Hundred Days Offensive pushed
the German Army back across the scarred landscape of
northern France. The East Surreys were among the battalions
thrown forward again and again into this relentless advance,
fighting through ruined villages and across ground still torn by
shellfire. Every step was contested. Machine guns barked from
hidden posts, artillery fell without warning, and men fell in
staggering numbers even as victory came into view.

On the 1st of September, 1918, during one of these hard-fought
actions near Vis-en-Artois, Humphrey Gilbert was killed in
action. The details of his final moments are not recorded, but

his fate was sealed in the same storm of shell and bullet that
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claimed so many others. He was forty-one years old, his life the East Surrey Regiment



ending in the chaos of battle just weeks before the Armistice would silence the guns.

Humphrey’s name is inscribed on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, which stands in the Pas-de-
Calais to honour those who fell in the final Allied advance and have no known grave. He is
remembered among more than 9,000 soldiers whose bodies were lost to the churned earth
of France, their names carved in stone so they will not be forgotten.

Private Humphrey John Gilbert’s story is one of endurance and sacrifice. At an age when
many might have stayed behind, he answered the call and gave his life in the struggle that
reshaped the world. His name endures in the quiet fields of France, engraved in the
memorial that stands where he fell — a lasting witness to his service, his courage, and his
sacrifice.
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