
Flying OƯicer,  
Royal Australian Air Force 

 

In Memory of Flying OƯicer David Arnold Ray 

1916 - 1942 

( Royal Australian Air Force – No. 53 Squadron, Royal Air Force) 

 

Age: 25 
Parents: Edwin Ray & Katie Hazlewood 
Conflict: World War II 
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Country of Death: North Sea  
Relation: Paternal 5th Cousin 2X Removed 

 

Flying OƯicer David Arnold Ray, Royal Australian Air Force, gave his life in the service of the 
Allied cause during the Second World War, far from his homeland of Australia  
and amid the cold and unforgiving waters of the North Sea. He was twenty-five  
years old. 

Born in New South Wales, Australia, in 1916, Ray enlisted in the Royal  
Australian Air Force at Sydney on 16 September 1940. Like many Australian  
airmen of the period, he was later seconded to the Royal Air Force, where he  
served with No. 53 Squadron of RAF Coastal Command. Coastal Command  
squadrons undertook some of the most demanding and least publicized  
missions of the war — long-range maritime patrols over vast stretches of  
ocean, searching for enemy shipping and submarines, and guarding the  
vital lifelines of Allied convoys. 

On 24 February 1942, Flying OƯicer Ray was part of the crew of a Lockheed  
Hudson aircraft assigned to a “Rover Patrol,” a low-level anti-shipping  
reconnaissance mission launched from eastern England. Such operations  
required aircraft to descend to perilously low altitudes in poor visibility to  
identify vessels at sea, often amid winter fog, icing, and violent winds. 

During this patrol, while flying at extremely low height above the North Sea, the  
Hudson collided with the mast of a  
merchant vessel. The impact caused  
catastrophic damage, and the aircraft crashed  



into the freezing waters below. Only one crew member survived the initial collision and was 
later taken prisoner; the remainder of the crew, including Flying OƯicer Ray, were lost either 
in the crash or to exposure in the winter sea. 

With no known grave, Flying OƯicer 
Ray is commemorated on the 
Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, 
England, which honours 
Commonwealth airmen lost in 
operations over Europe whose 
remains were never recovered. His 
name stands among thousands who 
vanished into sky and sea, 
remembered not by a resting place, 
but by the enduring record of their 
sacrifice. 

The loss of David Arnold Ray reflects 
the quiet endurance and courage of 
the many Australian airmen who 

served within RAF units far from home. His service is a solemn reminder of the perilous 
nature of Coastal Command operations — missions flown at the edge of weather, visibility, 
and human endurance — 
and of the shared sacrifice 
between Australia and 
Britain in the defence of the 
North Atlantic and 
European sea lanes. 

He is remembered with 
honour, gratitude, and 
respect. 
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