
 In Memory of Private Joseph Reilly Feely 

1882 - 1918 

(20th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment)) 

Age: 36 
Spouse: Margaret Anne (Byers) Feely-Beckett 
Conflict: World War I, The Great War 
Country Enlisted In: Canada 
Country of Death: Iwuy, Hauts-de-France, France 
Relation: Husband of Maternal Half 1st Cousin 3X Removed 

 

Private Joseph Reilly Feely was thirty-six years old when he gave  
his life in the closing weeks of the First World War. He had  
enlisted in Canada and was assigned to the 20th Battalion,  
Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment), a unit that had  
already forged a reputation for its courage in some of the  
hardest battles on the Western Front. Though older than  
many of his comrades, Joseph marched and fought alongside  
them with the same endurance and devotion to duty. 

By the autumn of 1918, the war was nearing its end, but the  
fighting was as fierce as ever. The Canadian Corps was at the  
spearhead of the Allied advance during the Hundred Days  
OƯensive, pushing the German Army back toward its own  
borders. Villages and fields long shattered by war were  
liberated one after another, but each step forward was paid  
for in blood. On October 10th, Joseph’s battalion was  
engaged in the Battle of Iwuy, part of the larger struggle to  
break through east of Cambrai. 

That day, his company lay in support positions east of the  
Scheldt Canal, near the village of Iwuy. The ground was  
scarred with shell craters, and the sharp autumn wind  
carried the smoke of burning villages and the stench of  
cordite. Soldiers huddled in shallow trenches and 
ditches, waiting for the order to move forward, all the 
while under the threat of German artillery that raked the 

20th Battalion, Canadian Infantry 
(Central Ontario Regiment)  



countryside. Suddenly, an enemy shell exploded directly in front of Joseph. In that instant, 
his life ended. There was no time for suƯering, only the sudden violence that claimed so 
many lives on the Western Front. 

He was laid to rest in Saint-Aubert British Cemetery, among rows of white headstones that 
today rise quietly from the French soil where the guns once roared. His grave lies among 
comrades who fell in those same final weeks, when victory was so close, yet still bought at 
terrible cost. 

Joseph Reilly Feely’s story is one of sacrifice in the last great push of the war. At thirty-six, 
he was older than many of the boys around him, yet he gave his life just the same, enduring 
the long marches, the fear, and the endless fire until fate claimed him east of the Scheldt. 
His death came only a month before the Armistice, a stark reminder that peace was paid 
for in lives up to the very end. He remains remembered in the soil of France, his courage 
and his sacrifice part of the legacy of Canada’s soldiers in the Great War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Saint Aubert British Cemetery 
Saint-Aubert, Departement du Nord,  

Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 


