In Memory of Private Percival Dwight Lough

1888 -1918
(3rd Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment))

Age: 29 i

Parents: John Edwin Lough & Joanna Florence Cameron I* ‘L.
Conflict: World War |, The Great War
Country Enlisted In: Canada

Country of Death: Hauts-de-France, France
Relation: Maternal 3 Cousin 3X Removed

Private Percival Dwight Lough was twenty-nine years old when he v ;
gave his life in the final great Allied push of the First World War. He :
served with the 3rd Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario
Regiment), one of the proud units of the Canadian Corps that had
fought its way through the hardest campaigns of the Western
Front.

By September 1918, the Allies were pressing forward in the
Hundred Days Offensive, the final drive that would break the
German Army. The Canadians, already famed for their

victories at Vimy Ridge and Amiens, were now ordered into

the struggle for the Canal du Nord, a heavily defended German
position near Cambrai. The battlefield was a chaos of trenches,
wire, and waterlogged ground, swept constantly by shellfire and
machine guns.

On the 28th of September, during the fighting around the canal,
Percival Lough was struck down. An enemy shell burst near him,
and he was severely wounded by shrapnel in both thighs. Comrades
and stretcher bearers carried him back through the wreckage of the
battlefield to the rear, where he was taken to No. 33 Casualty
Clearing Station, north of Boisleux-au-Mont. The clearing stations
were places of both hope and sorrow, where doctors and nurses

worked without rest, trying to save lives torn apart by the front.
Private in the Canadian

Infantry 3rd Battalion




Despite their efforts, Percival’s wounds were too grave. He died later that day at the age of
twenty-nine, one of the many who did not live to see the Armistice so close at hand.

He was laid to rest in Bucquoy Road Cemetery, west of Arras, where his grave stands
among those of fellow Canadians and other Allied soldiers who fell in the same final
battles. The cemetery lies today in peaceful countryside, far removed from the roar of the
guns that once claimed so many lives.

Private Percival Dwight Lough’s story is one of endurance and sactrifice in the last weeks of
the war. At twenty-nine, he bore the hardships of campaign, the long marches, and the fire
of battle until fate struck him down. Though he died of wounds rather than on the field
itself, his sacrifice was no less part of the victory that followed. He is remembered in the
soil of France, his name forever tied to the courage of the Canadian Corps in the closing
chapter of the Great War.
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