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In Memory of Ensign C. B. Ross Pennock 

1916 - 1944 

 (United States Navy Reserve) 

 

Age: 28 
Parents: Roy Pennock & Estella Shoup 
Conflict: World War II 
Country Enlisted In: United States of America 
Country of Death: United States of America, Territory of Hawaii 
Relation: Maternal 4th Cousin 2X Removed 

 

Ensign C. B. Ross Pennock of the United States Navy Reserve gave his life in service to his 
country on Christmas Day, 25 December 1944, while on aerial patrol duty  
over the Territory of Hawaii. He was 28 years old. 
Born in Battle Creek, Michigan, Ross Pennock was known for his steady  
character and sense of responsibility. Before the war, he worked as a teller  
at the Central National Bank in Battle Creek, a position that reflected the  
trust and respect he earned in civilian life. In September 1942, he enlisted  
in the U.S. Navy’s fighting service and was called to active duty in January  
1943. Through dedication and skill, he earned his wings and was  
commissioned as an Ensign in February 1944 at Pensacola, Florida. 

Assigned to Patrol Squadron 27, Ensign Pennock was engaged in vital  
aerial patrol operations protecting the Pacific approaches during a  
critical phase of the war. Tragically, only two weeks after arriving  
overseas, he was killed in a mid-air collision over Oahu, one of twelve  
men involved, five of whom did not survive. His death occurred at  
Kaneohe, Hawaii, while faithfully carrying out his duties. 

In August 1943, Ross married Martha Olson, and their union was cut  
heartbreakingly short by his loss. He was also the brother of Private Harry  
Pennock, who was injured while serving in Belgium, reflecting a family  
deeply touched by the war’s sacrifices. The initials “C.B.” in his name,  
are only initials given in honour of two close friends  
of his father, remained a lifelong symbol of personal  
connection and remembrance. 



Ensign Pennock is buried at Memorial Park Cemetery, but his name endures in the memory 
of those who knew him and in the legacy of service he upheld. He stands among the many 
young men who answered the call, served with honor, and gave their lives far from home so 
that others might live in peace. 

He died in service, on duty, and in quiet 
courage—remembered always. 

 

Memorial Park Cemetery,  
Battle Creek, Michigan, United States 


