
Flying OƯicer, RCAF 
 

 In Memory of Flying OƯicer James Edgar “Victor” Banning 

1912 - 1943 

 (J/28388, No. 162 Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force) 

Age: 31 
Parents: Joseph Banning & Mary Dunnigan 
Conflict: World War II 
Country Enlisted In: Canada 
Country of Death: Iceland 
Relation: Maternal 3rd Cousin 2X Removed 

 

James Edgar Banning, known to family and friends as “Victor,” was born in Cobalt, Ontario, 
in 1912. He came of age in a mining town shaped by hard work and  
endurance, in a generation raised between two world wars and keenly  
aware of the responsibilities that accompanied citizenship and service. 

On 3 January 1941, James enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force  
at North Bay, Ontario. He trained as an airman and rose to the rank  
of Flying OƯicer, eventually serving with No. 162 Squadron, a  
Coastal Command unit engaged in long-range flying operations  
over the North Atlantic. Stationed in remote and demanding  
locations, including Iceland, the squadron’s work was vital and  
hazardous, shaped as much by weather and geography as by the  
enemy. 

On 6 April 1944, while serving with 162 Squadron in Iceland,  
Flying OƯicer Banning was killed during a training accident. The  
aircraft of which he was a member of the crew fell into the sea and  
burned during flight operations over Reykjavík, Iceland. He was  
thirty-one years old. 

Flying OƯicer Banning has no known grave. His name is commemorated  
on the Runnymede Memorial, where the Commonwealth honours  
airmen who were lost in the course of duty and have no resting place.  
There, his name endures among those who did not return, each  
representing service given without expectation of recognition. 



Flying OƯicer James Edgar “Victor” Banning did not 
come home. He is remembered in the quiet 
permanence of memorial stone and in the freedom 
secured by those who served at great cost. 
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