
 In Memory of Lance Corporal Herbert James Alfred Parry 

1886 - 1916 

(1st Canadian Mounted Rifles (Saskatchewan Regiment)) 

Age: 29 
Parents: Joseph Alfred Parry & Mary Jane Crittenden 
Conflict: World War I, The Great War 
Country Enlisted In: Canada 
Country of Death: Ypres, West-Flanders, Belgium 
Relation: Maternal 1st Cousin 3X Removed 

 

Herbert James Parry was 29 years old when he joined the Canadian  
Expeditionary Force to serve with the 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles,  
later converted into infantry. Strong and determined, he became a  
Lance Corporal, taking on the responsibility of leading men through  
some of the darkest days of the war. 
 

By June 1916, his battalion was stationed in Belgium near  
Ypres, holding trenches that had already claimed thousands  
of lives in earlier battles. The Canadian front was under  
constant pressure, and men lived day and night within sight  
of the Menin Road and the surrounding fields scarred by  
shellfire. The weather was mild, but the air was thick with  
the smell of damp earth and cordite. Sounds echoed  
endlessly—German guns thudding in the distance, Canadian  
artillery answering back, and the occasional rattle of  
machine-gun fire sweeping across No Man’s Land. 
 

In those last days, Parry endured the routine that every soldier  
came to know: sleepless nights on sentry duty, gas alarms  
that sent men scrambling for masks, and the never-ending  
repairs to trench walls collapsing under bombardment.  
There would have been moments when he thought of home,  
of the prairie skies of Saskatchewan, and of loved ones far  
away, while the night sky above Ypres was lit with star shells 
and the distant cries of wounded men. 
 

1st Canadian Mounted Rifles 
(Saskatchewan Regiment) 



On 13 June 1916, amid fierce fighting and confusion, Lance Corporal Parry was reported 
missing. The chaos of battle left few details—he 
was later presumed to have died while a prisoner 
of war. His body was never recovered. Today, his 
name is engraved upon the Menin Gate Memorial 
to the Missing in Ypres, Belgium, among more 
than 54,000 soldiers of the British Empire who 
have no known grave. 
Though his final moments remain uncertain, his 
sacrifice is eternal, and his name is spoken each 
night when the Last Post echoes through the 
Menin Gate. 
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