
 In Memory of Corporal Roy Wagar 

1887 - 1918 

(21st Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment)) 

Age: 30 
Spouse: Mina Amelia (Smith) Wagar 
Conflict: World War I, The Great War 
Country Enlisted In: Canada 
Country of Death: Pas-de-Calais, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
Relation: Husband of Maternal 2nd Cousin 3X Removed 

 

At 30 years old, Corporal Roy Wagar was a seasoned man compared  
to many of the younger volunteers who filled the ranks of the  
Canadian Expeditionary Force. He enlisted in Canada and was  
posted to the 21st Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario  
Regiment), part of the 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade in the 2nd  
Division. This battalion, drawn largely from Ontario, had already  
built a reputation for its determination and resilience on the  
Western Front. 
 

By the spring of 1918, the war had entered its final and most  
desperate phase. The Germans had launched their massive  
Spring OƯensive in March, striking hard along the Western Front  
in an attempt to win before American reinforcements could  
arrive in strength. The Canadians were rushed to reinforce  
sectors under immense pressure, including those around the  
Vimy area where they had achieved their great victory a year  
earlier. 
 

The atmosphere was grim and unrelenting. Artillery duels shattered  
the air day and night, while machine guns swept across open ground  
with merciless precision. April brought chill winds and rain that  
soaked the trenches, while the men endured long hours of 
guard  
duty, fatigue parties, and sudden alarms. In the midst of this 
chaos, Roy Wagar carried not only his rifle but also the weight 
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of leadership as a Corporal, guiding younger soldiers who looked to him for steadiness in 
the storm. 
 

On 2 April 1918, Corporal Wagar was killed in 
action in France. The exact details of his 
death are lost to the confusion of battle — 
whether by shellfire, sniper’s bullet, or in the 
ferocious skirmishes that marked those 
days. His body was never recovered. He was 
30 years old. 

Today, his name is inscribed on the soaring 
walls of the Vimy Memorial, among more 
than 11,000 Canadians who died in France 
with no known grave. Though the fields of 
France did not return him, his sacrifice 
endures in stone, and in the memory of a 
battalion and a nation that bore such heavy 
losses in the struggle for victory. 
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