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In Memory of Warrant OƯicer Zina Manfred Niblock 

1922 - 1943 

 (415 Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force – Coastal Command) 

 

Age: 20 
Parents: Zina Niblock & Eva Roy 
Conflict: World War II 
Country Enlisted In: Canada 
Country of Death: United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland 
Relation: Maternal 4th Cousin 1X Removed 

 

Zina Manfred Niblock enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force in January 1941, at a time 
when Coastal Command operations over the North Sea were expanding rapidly  
and aircrew losses were heavy. Before his enlistment, he worked in Ottawa as  
a messenger and stock room clerk with J. R. Booth Ltd., an established  
Canadian firm. 

After training, he qualified as a Wireless Operator / Air Gunner, a dual trade  
that placed him among the most exposed members of a bomber crew. He  
was posted overseas to No. 415 Squadron, RCAF, operating under RAF  
Coastal Command, flying Handley Page Hampden torpedo bombers on  
anti-shipping operations. 

On the night of his death, Warrant OƯicer Niblock was serving aboard  
Hampden A.E. 435, which took oƯ from Docking, Norfolk, on a night  
torpedo anti-shipping sortie against enemy vessels oƯ IJmuiden,  
Netherlands. The aircraft was carrying a live, unexploded torpedo,  
adding to the inherent danger of the operation. 

Shortly after takeoƯ, the aircraft crashed near the railway station at  
Docking, immediately catching fire. All four members of the crew were  
killed in the crash. Due to the presence of the torpedo, the surrounding  
area was evacuated as a safety precaution. 

Warrant OƯicer Niblock suƯered fatal burns and died  
at the scene. He was twenty years old. 



He is buried at St Mary the Virgin Churchyard, not far from the airfield from which he took 
oƯ on his final mission. 

Warrant OƯicer Zina Manfred Niblock did not return. 
He is remembered as a young Canadian airman of 
Coastal Command, whose service ended not in 
enemy fire, but in the ever-present dangers of 
wartime flying operations. 

 

St Mary the Virgin Churchyard 
Docking, Norfolk, England 


