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In Memory of Private First Class Nyal Ernest Pennock 

1921 - 1945 

 (Company B, 27th Infantry, United States Army) 

 

Age: 24 
Parents: Ernest Pennock & Pruda Kesler 
Conflict: World War II 
Country Enlisted In: United States of America 
Country of Death: The Philippines  
Relation: Maternal 4th Cousin 2X Removed 

 

Private First Class Nyal Ernest Pennock, aged 24, gave his life in the service of his country 
during the liberation of the Philippine Islands in the Second World War. Born in Michigan in 
1921, Nyal was a husband, a father, and a working man before the war,  
employed at the North American Aviation plant in California. He enlisted in  
the United States Army in the summer of 1944, leaving behind his wife  
Eleanor (Kellogg), whom he had married in 1940, and their two young sons,  
aged just two years and one. 

Serving with Company B, 27th Infantry Regiment, Nyal took part in the  
hard-fought Battle of Luzon, one of the decisive campaigns of the Pacific  
Theater. As Allied forces pushed inland against determined Japanese  
resistance, his unit was engaged in an attack near Kapintalan,  
Nueva Ecija, on the island of Luzon. During this action, Private First  
Class Pennock was killed instantly by enemy artillery fire, falling  
where he fought. 

The Battle of Luzon was marked by fierce combat across jungles,  
ridges, and villages, and proved crucial in breaking Japanese control  
of the Philippines. The victory came at a heavy cost, borne by  
soldiers like Nyal—young men far from home, fighting so that others  
might live in freedom. 

Private First Class Nyal Ernest Pennock is  
remembered not only as a soldier, but as a  



devoted husband and father whose life was cut short in the final months of the war. He 
rests in Elmwood Cemetery, 
honoured by his family, his 
comrades, and a grateful nation. His 
sacrifice stands as a lasting 
testament to duty, courage, and love 
of country. 

Lest we forget. 

 

Elmwood Cemetery,  
Cedar Springs, Michigan, United States 


