
 In Memory of Private Amos Wiley Thompson 

1838 - 1863 

(Company B of the 3rd New York Artillery) 

Age: 24 
Parents: William W. Thompson & Deborah Wiley 
Conflict: American Civil War 
Country Enlisted In: United States of America - Union 
Country of Death: United States of America - Union 
Relation: Maternal Half 4th Cousin 3X Removed 

 

Private Amos Willey Thompson was only twenty-four when he  
enlisted in the Union Army during the American Civil War. He joined  
Company B of the 3rd New York Artillery, a regiment raised at Elmira  
that spent its service along the Atlantic coast, manning heavy  
guns in the forts of North Carolina and lending fire support to  
field operations in the region. Like many artillerymen, Amos’s  
days were filled with the grind of garrison duty — standing  
watch over the massive coastal guns, hauling powder and  
shot, drilling in the shadow of earthworks, and living in the  
crowded huts and tents of camp life. 

But his service, like his life, was cut tragically short. On  
February 17, 1863, in the midst of his duty, Amos was  
struck down not by an enemy’s shot but by the accidental  
discharge of his own pistol. Such mishaps, though seldom  
written about in oƯicial reports, were a grim reality in the  
camps of both armies. Soldiers lived side by side with their  
weapons at all times — on guard, in drill, even while sleeping. In  
the stress and closeness of camp life, accidents were bound to  
happen. For Amos, one moment of misfortune ended everything. 

At only twenty-four, he died while still in service to his country.  
His body was laid to rest in the French Cemetery, his name  
recorded among those who wore the uniform and did 
not return home. Soldier of the Union Army with 

Company B, 3rd New York Artillery 
  



Though his death came not in the roar of battle but in the silence of camp, his sacrifice was 
no less part of the war’s toll. Amos Willey Thompson’s story is a reminder that the cost of 
war was carried not only on the battlefield, but in the daily risks faced by men who lived, 
worked, and armed themselves under constant strain. His life was claimed in uniform, and 
he remains remembered as one who gave all in the great conflict that decided the fate of a 
nation. 
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