In Memory of Private Leonard Willoughby Hazlewood

1895 - 1916
(45th Battalion, Australian Imperial Force)

Age: 20

Parents: David Hazlewood & Sarah Louise Hodgson
Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: Australia

Country of Death: Poziéres, Hauts-de-France, France

Relation: Paternal 4™ Cousin 3X Removed

Private Leonard Willoughby Hazlewood was only twenty years old
when he lost his life on the Western Front. He had enlisted in Australia
and sailed across the world to fight with the 45th Battalion of the
Australian Imperial Force, one of the battalions formed in 1916
from seasoned veterans of Gallipoli and new recruits eager to
serve. Leonard was among those fresh reinforcements, full of
resolve, bound for the war in France.

The battalion entered the line at Pozieres in July 1916, part of
the great Somme offensive. The fighting there was among the
most dreadful the Australians would endure. The battlefield
was a wasteland of shattered villages and chalky soil pulverized
into dust by weeks of bombardment. The roar of guns never
ceased, the ground shook beneath endless shellfire, and the
trenches were little more than splintered ditches offering scant
protection. The smell of smoke, death, and churned earth hung
heavy in the air, while men lived with constant exhaustion,
nerves stretched to the breaking point.

On the 12th of August, 1916, Leonard was in the trenches near

Pozieres when a German shell exploded close by. He was badly
wounded in the chest. Comrades lifted him onto a stretcher and
carried him through the shell-torn ground toward the -
dressing station, the thud of guns following them every step. Private in the Australian

. . Infantry 45th Battalion
But his wounds were too severe, and he died before he could y



reach medical care. At just twenty years old, his life ended on the battlefield, far from
home.

He was buried in Sunken Road Cemetery, near Contalmaison, one of the many small burial
grounds that dot the Somme. There, among rows of his fellow Australians and British
comrades, his headstone marks his resting place in the soil of France.

Leonard Willoughby Hazlewood’s story is one of youth and sacrifice, a boy from Australia
who crossed oceans to fight in a distant land and fell in one of the Great War’s most terrible
battles. His death at Poziéres tied him forever to the name of that place, a name etched
into the history of the Australian forces as a symbol of courage, endurance, and devastating
loss.

Sunken Road Cemetery
Contalmaison, Departement de la Somme,
Picardie, France




