
Assistant Steward 
Canadian Merchant Navy 

 In Memory of Assistant Steward Roscoe Earle Banning 

1893 - 1941 

 (Merchant Navy/RCNVR Convoy SC-48) 

 

Age: 48 
Parents: William Banning & Clara Barnett 
Conflict: World War II 
Country Enlisted In: Canada 
Country of Death: North Atlantic 
Relation: Maternal 2nd Cousin 2X Removed 

 

Roscoe Earle Banning, known to family and friends as “Ross,” was born on 7 October 1893 
in Almonte, Lanark County, Ontario, a community shaped by industry, river  
trade, and quiet perseverance. His early adulthood coincided with the  
outbreak of the First World War, and like many men of his generation, he  
answered the call to serve. 

During the First World War, Ross enlisted with the Canadian  
Expeditionary Force, serving initially as a Corporal with the 201st  
Battalion (CEF) under regimental number 228063. He later became an  
oƯicer and also served with the Royal Air Force, holding service  
number 73415. His wartime experience spanned both land and air,  
reflecting a willingness to serve wherever he was needed during a  
period of global upheaval. 

Two decades later, with another war underway, Ross again placed  
himself in harm’s way. During the Second World War, he served as an  
Assistant Steward in the Canadian Merchant Navy, a civilian force  
operating under constant threat in the North Atlantic. Though unarmed,  
merchant seamen played a vital role in sustaining the Allied war eƯort,  
carrying food, fuel, and supplies through waters contested by enemy  
submarines. 

On 15 October 1941, while serving aboard S.S. Vancouver Island as  
part of Convoy SC-48, Roscoe Earle Banning was killed in action  



when the ship was torpedoed by a German U-boat in the North Atlantic oƯ the west coast 
of Ireland. He was forty-eight years old. The convoy suƯered devastating losses, and many 
of its men were taken by the sea without trace. 
Roscoe Earle Banning has no known grave. His name is commemorated on the Halifax 
Memorial, which honours Canadian sailors of the Merchant Navy and Naval Services who 
were lost at sea during the Second World War and have no resting place. There, his name 
stands among those whose service ended far from shore, 
remembered not by headstone, but by sacrifice. 

Having served his country in two world wars, in uniform and 
at sea, Roscoe Earle “Ross” Banning did not return. He is 
remembered. 
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