
Major, Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment, R.C.I.C. 

 In Memory of Major Gilbert Thompson Blair 

1914 - 1944 

 (Loyal Edmonton Regiment, R.C.I.C.) 

 

Age: 29 
Parents: Timothy Blair & Elizabeth Lindsay 
Conflict: World War II 
Country Enlisted In: Canada 
Country of Death: Italy 
Relation: Maternal 2nd Cousin 2X Removed 

 

Gilbert Thompson Blair was born on 31 December 1914 in Drake, Saskatchewan, and 
raised on the Canadian prairie during the years between the wars. He belonged  
to a generation shaped by responsibility, discipline, and an early understanding  
of sacrifice. 

He enlisted in the Canadian Army on 29 January 1940 in Alberta, at a time  
when Canada was preparing for a long and uncertain conflict. Blair joined  
the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, Royal Canadian Infantry Corps, and quickly  
distinguished himself as a capable and determined oƯicer. His leadership  
and composure under pressure earned him steady advancement, and by  
the later stages of the war he held the rank of Major at an age when many  
were still junior oƯicers. 

Major Blair served through the Sicilian Campaign without injury, gaining  
firsthand experience in sustained operations under demanding  
conditions. He was later mentioned in dispatches at Biferno, a recognition  
of gallantry and service in the field. During the Italian campaign, he was  
wounded only two days before Canadian forces fought through to Ortona,  
one of the most bitter engagements faced by Canadian troops during the  
war. 

On 18 September 1944, Major Gilbert Thompson Blair was killed in the  
battle of Rimini while serving in Italy. He was twenty-nine years old. 



He is buried at the Coriano Ridge War Cemetery, where he rests among fellow Canadians 
who fell during the hard fighting of the Italian campaign. The cemetery stands on ground 
once fiercely contested, now kept in quiet order as a place of remembrance. 

Major Blair’s loss was borne not only by his regiment, but by his family. He was the brother 
of Flight Sergeant Timothy Clayton Blair, who died while serving with the Royal Canadian Air 
Force, reported missing 
following a raid on Duisburg on 
24 July 1942. Together, the Blair 
brothers represent a family’s 
service across branches and 
theatres of war, and a shared 
sacrifice that did not end with 
one loss. 

Major Gilbert Thompson Blair did 
not return. He is remembered as 
a young oƯicer of resolve and 
ability, whose service was 
marked by leadership, courage, and duty carried to 
its final cost. 

 

Coriano Ridge War Cemetery 
Coriano, Rimini, Italy 

Gilbert (L) and Timothy (R) Blair 
Both brothers were killed in action 


