
 In Memory of Private Dana B. Clark 

1846 - 1865 

( Company F of the 161st New York Infantry) 

Age: 19 
Parents: Thomas R. Clark & Harriet Newell Wardner 
Conflict: American Civil War 
Country Enlisted In: United States of America - Union 
Country of Death: United States of America - Confederacy 
Relation: Paternal 2nd Cousin 4X Removed 

 

Private Dana B. Clark was only nineteen when he left home to serve  
in the Union Army during the American Civil War. He enlisted in  
Company F of the 161st New York Infantry, a regiment raised at  
Elmira in October of 1862, and soon found himself bound for  
the Department of the Gulf. It was a long way from the hills and  
fields of New York to the bayous of Louisiana, where the air  
hung heavy with heat and mosquitoes swarmed at dusk. Dana  
was scarcely more than a boy, yet he shouldered the burdens  
of campaign life with men twice his age. 

The regiment endured long marches on muddy roads, sudden  
skirmishes in tangled swamps, and endless details of camp  
life that wore men down day by day. Far more deadly than the  
enemy was disease. Fevers, dysentery, and malnutrition  
haunted every regiment in the Gulf, filling the makeshift hospitals  
faster than bullets ever could. Still, Dana pressed on with his  
comrades, standing picket in the humid nights, carrying his rifle  
through choking heat, and sharing the weariness and laughter  
of men who became brothers through hardship. 

By early 1865, the war was in its final act. The 161st New York  
marched into Alabama to take part in the Mobile Campaign,  
the last great push to capture the Confederacy’s last  
stronghold on the Gulf Coast. In April, Union troops 
stormed the defenses of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely in 
furious assaults that brought down the city of Mobile 
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itself. For the men who survived, it was the long-awaited sign that the war was finally 
ending. 

But for Dana, the greatest danger was not yet past. Worn down by years of exposure, hard 
marching, and poor rations, his body succumbed to disease. He fell ill with acute diarrhea, 
one of the most common and most fatal aƯlictions in Civil War camps. Despite whatever 
care could be given, there was little hope. On May 19th, 1865 — barely a month after Lee’s 
surrender at Appomattox — Private Dana B. Clark died in Mobile, his life ended just as 
peace had come. He was only nineteen. 

He was laid to rest in Mobile National Cemetery, among the thousands of Union soldiers 
who never returned home. The cemetery rows tell a story of young lives carried far from the 
farms, towns, and cities of the North to die in a land of magnolia and cypress. Dana’s stone 
stands among them, marking a boy who gave his life in the great cause of Union. 

Though he did not fall in battle, his sacrifice was no less real. Disease claimed more than 
half the war’s dead, and Dana’s fate was bound with theirs — men who endured the 
marches, the camps, the sieges, and who gave everything they had before they could see 

home again. His story is a reminder that 
the cost of war was not only in bullets and 
bayonets, but also in the quiet suƯering of 
the sick and the weary. Private Dana B. 
Clark rests far from New York soil, but his 
memory endures in the long roll of those 
who preserved the nation. 
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