In Memory of Gunner Jack Edwin French

1918 - 1944

(67 Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery)

Age: 26

Spouse: Nancy Olive Gorringe

Conflict: World War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland
Country of Death: Germany

Relation: Husband of Paternal 5" Cousin 2X Removed

Jack Edwin French was born in 1917 and came of age during the interwar years. In 1940, he
married Nancy Olive Gorringe, beginning a family life that would soon be

overshadowed by war. His service would ultimately cost not only his own life but
would add to a burden already borne heavily by his family, as both his father and

brother had already been killed during the war.

He enlisted in the British Army and served as a Gunner with the 67 Medium
Regiment, Royal Artillery, a unit engaged in sustained operations in the North
African campaign. During the fighting in Libya, his regiment was caught up

in the collapse that followed the Fall of Tobruk.

On 21 June 1942, Gunner French was captured at Tobruk, along with tens of
thousands of Allied soldiers. The surrender resulted in approximately 33,000
British and Commonwealth troops becoming prisoners of war. Following
capture, prisoners were marched to Tobruk harbour under harsh conditions,
often without food, water, or sanitation. They were then transported by sea
to ltaly, where overcrowding, hunger, disease, and exhaustion were
widespread before many were later transferred to camps in Germany.

Gunner French was eventually interned at Stammlager IV-B
(Stalag IV-B) at MUhlberg, one of the largest prisoner-of-war Gunner
camps in Germany. There, he was assigned prisoner of war 67 Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery



number 250,128 and later worked as a supply store controller at Warehouse 22. Conditions
remained severe, with malnutrition, illness, and exhaustion common among prisoners who
had already endured long captivity.

While held as a prisoner of war, Gunner French sustained a fatal shrapnel injury during an
American aerial bombing of a nearby fuel facility. He died as a result of these wounds while
still in captivity. He was twenty-six years old.

Gunner French was originally buried at Most Cemetery (formerly Brix). After the war, his
remains were identified and reinterred at the Prague War Cemetery, also known as
Vojenské pohrebisté v Praze, where Commonwealth
servicemen who died in captivity in Central Europe are
now laid to rest.

Gunner Jack Edwin French did not return. His death was
the result of prolonged captivity, deprivation, and the
hazards endured even far from the front line. He is
remembered as one of those whose service continued
long after capture, and whose life was taken under the
harsh conditions of war and imprisonment.
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