In Memory of Private John George Spratt

1894 - 1918
(1st Canadian Mounted Rifles (Saskatchewan Regiment))

Age: 24

Parents: John Spratt & Georgina Byrnes

Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: Canada

Country of Death: Cambrai, Hauts-de-France, France

Relation: Maternal 3™ Cousin 3X Removed

At 24 years old, John George Spratt left Canada to serve in the Great War.
He enlisted with the 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles, part of the

Saskatchewan Regiment, which had been reorganized into infantry after
the early years of the conflict. Like so many prairie men, he brought
with him endurance, grit, and the hope of returning to a quieter life
once the storm of war had passed. v g =

By the autumn of 1918, the war was reaching its climax. The
Canadians had proven themselves as an elite force within the
British Army, called upon again and again to break through
enemy lines. The Battle of Cambrai (September 1918) formed
part of the final Allied offensives that would become known as the %
Hundred Days.

The atmosphere around Cambrai was one of intensity and
urgency. The weather was damp and cool, the fields scarred by
months of shellfire. The thunder of guns rolled endlessly across
the horizon, while German shells answered with shrieking ferocity.
Rifle fire rattled through the villages and broken woods, and the
air was thick with smoke and dust from collapsing buildings. Amid
the chaos, men advanced yard by yard, the mud sucking at their

boots as they pressed forward under fire. 5 —
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Private Spratt’s last days were spent in this struggle. On 29 (Saskatchewan Regiment),
September 1918, during the Canadian assault near Private
Raillencourt, he was killed in action. It was a bitter blow to



his comrades, for the battalion was pushing hard to drive the Germans back, only weeks
before the Armistice would bring the fighting to an end. He was just 24 years old.

Today, John George Spratt rests in
Raillencourt Communal Cemetery
Extension, France, among others

who fell in the same battle. His
sacrifice is part of the Canadian
story at Cambrai — one of
determination, courage, and the
heavy price paid in the final drive to
victory.

Raillencourt Communal Cemetery Extension
Raillencourt-Sainte-Olle, Departement du
Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France



