In Memory of Private Norman Cranston Gray

1924 - 1944

(The Lorne Scots (Peel, Dufferin and Halton Regiment), Royal Canadian Infantry Corps)

Age: 20

Parents: William Gray & Pearl Cranston
Conflict: World War

Country Enlisted In: Canada

Country of Death: Italy

Relation: Maternal 2" Cousin 1X Removed

Norman Cranston Gray, born in 1924, was raised and educated in Oshawa, Ontario. Before
the war, he worked as a truck driver for General Motors, a trade that reflected

both mechanical skill and responsibility. When Canada was at war, he chose
not to wait. On 28 March 1942, his eighteenth birthday, he enlisted in the
Canadian Army.

He was posted to the Lorne Scots (Peel, Dufferin and Halton Regiment),
Royal Canadian Infantry Corps. In March 1943, he went overseas and later
served as a dispatch rider, a dangerous role that required carrying
messages under fire across exposed terrain, often by motorcycle or
vehicle, and frequently under artillery threat.

By the summer of 1944, Private Gray was serving in Italy, where
Canadian forces were engaged in the bitter fighting along the Gothic
Line, Germany’s final major defensive system south of the Alps. Combat
in this phase of the campaign was intense and often fought village by
village and farm by farm.

On 28 August 1944, during fighting at Villa Grandi, Private Gray was

wounded by artillery fire while driving a vehicle that was struck during
shelling. He sustained severe abdominal wounds and was taken to a nearby
farmhouse, where he later died of his wounds. He was twenty years old.

In the immediate aftermath, Private Gray private
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erected. Two years later, when his remains were recovered from the farmyard of Giuseppe
Marinucci, a local schoolmaster recalled that the original cross was believed to have borne
the name “Green”, a reflection of the confusion and haste that so often accompanied
battlefield burials.

Private Gray was later formally identified and reinterred at the Ravenna War Cemetery,
where Canadian soldiers who fell in the Italian campaign are laid to rest with dignity and
care.

Private Norman Cranston Gray did not
return. His life was short, his service was
direct, and his death came in the course of
duty during one of Canada’s hardest-fought
campaigns. He is remembered.
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