In Memory of Private Archibald William Southgate

1898 - 1917
(Suffolk Regiment, 2nd Battalion)

Age: 19

Parents: William George Southgate & Harriet Hazelwood
Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Country of Death: Pas-de-Calais, Hauts-de-France, France

Relation: Paternal 4™ Cousin 2X Removed

Archibald William Southgate was only 19 years old when he enlisted

in the British Army, joining the 2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. Young
and full of the hope that service might bring both honour and adventure,
he soon found himself thrust into the brutal reality of the Great War.

By April 1917, the British Army was preparing for one of its largest
offensives — the Battle of Arras. The 2nd Battalion, Suffolk
Regiment, part of the 76th Brigade in the 3rd Division, was
ordered into action in the opening days of the assault. The aim
was to push the Germans back along the Scarpe River, while
further north, Canadian troops fought their way up Vimy Ridge.

The atmosphere of those days was one of chaos and thunder.
Cold spring rains fell on churned fields, turning the ground to
clinging mud. The air reverberated with the roar of British artillery,
which for days had pounded German positions in preparation for the
attack. When the barrage lifted, men scrambled over the top into
smoke-filled no man’s land, rifles clutched tight as machine-gun
bullets whipped through the air. The cries of the wounded mixed
with the ceaseless crash of shells, creating a scene both terrifying
and unrelenting.

It was here, amid this storm of steel and fire, that Private
Southgate spent his final hours. On 11 April 1917, two days 2nd Battalion, Suffo
into the battle, he was killed in action during the fighting Regiment, Private
near Arras. Whether struck down in the initial assault or in



the desperate struggle to hold the captured ground, his body was never recovered from the
shattered battlefield. He was just 19 years old.

Today, Archibald William Southgate’s name is engraved on the Arras Memorial in northern
France, among nearly 35,000 soldiers who have no known grave. Though the earth kept
him, his sacrifice lives on in stone, and in the memory of a generation of young men who
gave everything in those fateful April days.
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