In Memory of Private Charles William Farthing

1891-1915
(1st Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment)

Age: 24

Parents: Charles James Farthing & Elizabeth Lydia Gammage
Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Country of Death: Le Touquet-Paris-Plage, Hauts-de-France, France
Relation: 1%t Cousin of Wife of David Holme Lowden, Paternal 1t Cousin 2X Removed

Private Charles William Farthing was twenty-four years old when
his life ended in the mud and misery of the First World War. He

had enlisted in the British Army, joining the 1st Battalion of the

Suffolk Regiment, one of the regular battalions already hardened
by the long months of war on the Western Front. Like so many
young men of his time, Charles left behind the familiar sights
of England to fight in France, never to return.

By the winter of 1915, the war had settled into the brutal
stalemate of trench fighting. The 1st Suffolks were
holding lines in northern France, where the cold cut
deep and the trenches filled with water. Days blurred
into long watches over no man’s land, mending parapets
shattered by shellfire, and hauling supplies through mud
that clung like lead. At night the sky flickered with the light
of flares and the ground trembled under the constant
rumble of artillery. The air was always heavy with smoke,
damp, and the sharp smell of cordite.

On March 4, 1915, Charles Farthing was killed in action.
The record does not preserve the exact manner of his
death, only that it came during

those early, grinding Private in the 1st Battalion
months of the Western Front. of the Suffolk Regiment

Perhaps it was a shell burst on



the parapet, a sniper’s bullet from across the wire, or the collapse of a trench wall under
bombardment. However it came, his young life was ended in the ceaseless storm that
consumed so many of his generation.

Unlike many who vanished forever into the mud, Charles was given a grave. He lies in Le
Touquet-Paris Plage Communal Cemetery, in the Hauts-de-France. Itis a quiet place, far
removed from the roar of the guns that claimed him, where white stones stand in rows
among trees and the air carries only the sound of the sea beyond the dunes. His name is
carved there, enduring long after the war that took him.

Charles William Farthing was only twenty-four. He wore the uniform of the Suffolk
Regiment and gave his life in the service of his country on the battlefields of France. His
sacrifice is part of the great toll paid in those first terrible years of the war — a young man
who will forever be remembered where he rests, among the fallen of the Western Front.
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