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Age: 23 
Parents: Vinton Lough & Bessie Grovenburg 
Conflict: World War II 
Country Enlisted In: United States of America 
Country of Death: Luxembourg 
Relation: Maternal 4th Cousin 2X Removed 

 

Percy DeWitt Lough was born in 1921 and entered adulthood during a time of global 
upheaval. Before the war, he worked at the Buick Motor Division, contributing  
to American industry in the years leading up to the conflict. 

In 1940, he married Kathryn Jones, and together they began raising a family.  
When Percy entered military service, he left behind his wife and two young  
children. 

He enlisted in the United States Army in April 1944, and after training  
was sent overseas in October of the same year, joining the 318th Infantry  
Regiment of the 80th Infantry Division. He served with General George  
S. Patton’s Third Army, one of the most active and hard-driving  
formations on the Western Front. 

Private Lough entered combat during one of the most desperate and  
decisive moments of the war in Europe: the Battle of the Bulge, the last  
major German oƯensive on the Western Front. In December 1944,  
German forces launched a surprise attack through the Ardennes,  
briefly overrunning towns that had already been liberated. 

The town of Ettelbruck, Luxembourg, where Private Lough lost his life,  
had first been liberated by U.S. forces in September 1944, only to be  
recaptured by German troops on 16 December during the  
opening days of the oƯensive. It was finally liberated again  
three days after his death, on Christmas Day 1944, by units  
of Patton’s Third Army, marking a turning point in the battle. 



Private Percy DeWitt Lough was killed in action in the vicinity of Ettelbruck, Diekirch, 
Luxembourg, during these fierce winter battles. He was twenty-three years old. 

He was later returned home to the United States and is 
buried at Flint Memorial Park in Flint, Michigan, where 
he rests among family and community. 

Private Lough gave his life in the freezing forests and 
towns of Luxembourg during the fight that broke the 
final German oƯensive in the west. He is remembered 
as a husband, a father, a working man, and a soldier 
who did not return. 

 

 


