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 In Memory of Private Henry Stokes Hayden 

1920 - 1941 

 (250th Coast Artillery Corps, United States Army) 

 

Age: 21 
Parents: George Hayden & Mae Brewster 
Conflict: World War II 
Country Enlisted In: United States of America 
Country of Death: United States of America 
Relation: Maternal 6th Cousin 1X Removed 

 

Henry Stokes Hayden was born in 1920 in New Jersey. Before the war, he worked as a 
photographer, a trade that reflected both technical skill and an eye for detail. 

He enlisted in the United States Army on 16 September 1940 in San Francisco,  
entering service as a Private in the 250th Coast Artillery Corps. The regiment  
was assigned to the defence of Alaska, a remote and strategically vital  
theatre following rising tensions in the Pacific. 

By 1941–1942, American forces were stationed across isolated Alaskan  
outposts, including Kodiak, under harsh conditions marked by severe  
weather, limited infrastructure, and dangerous terrain. Although far from  
the front lines, service in Alaska carried significant risk. 

During a weekend furlough, Private Hayden and another soldier from  
the 250th Coast Artillery Corps undertook a canoe trip near their  
isolated post. The canoe overturned, and both men were thrown into  
the water. The body of his companion was later recovered, but Private  
Hayden was never found. An overturned canoe was discovered, and  
he was oƯicially reported missing and presumed drowned. 

Private Hayden was twenty-one years old at the time of his  
disappearance. 

With no known grave, he is commemorated on the Honolulu  
Memorial, which honours members of the  
United States Armed Forces who died or  



went missing in the Pacific and have no known resting place. 
 

Private Henry Stokes Hayden did not return. He is remembered as a young soldier whose 
life was lost not in battle, but in the demanding and unforgiving conditions of wartime 
service in Alaska—far from home, and far from recognition, yet no less in service to his 
country. 
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