In Memory of Cadet Claude Vivian Grigson

1900 - 1918
(Royal Air Force, 1st Cadet Wing)

Age: 18

Parents: William Shuckworth Grigson & Mary Beatrice Boldero
Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Country of Death: Cheriton, Kent, England, United Kingdom

Relation: Paternal 4™ Cousin 2X Removed

Cadet Claude V. Grigson was only eighteen years old when his life
came to an end during the final autumn of the First World War. He
had enlisted in the Royal Air Force, serving with the 1st Cadet Wing,
one of the units created to train the next generation of airmen in what
was then still a new and dangerous form of warfare. Barely out of
boyhood, Claude joined the thousands of others who looked to
the skies as the future of combat, ready to serve in the fragile
aircraft that had already become symbols of daring and
sacrifice.

But Claude’s war was cut short not in the air, but on the
ground. In October of 1918, as the war raged toward its
conclusion on the Western Front, illness swept through the
military camps of Britain. At Shorncliffe Army Camp in

Kent— a place where so many young soldiers and cadets had
passed through on their way to France — Claude fell ill with
pneumonia. The crowded barracks, the damp autumn air, and
the weakness brought on by long hours of drill and training
provided fertile ground for disease, and medical science at the
time could do little to halt it.

On the 15th of October, 1918, just weeks before the Armistice
brought an end to four years of slaughter, Claude Grigson died.

He was only eighteen. His death came quietly, without the = —
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thunder of guns or the roar of aircraft engines, but it was part



of the same great toll that claimed millions in the service of their countries.

He was laid to rest at Shorncliffe Military Cemetery, where row upon row of white stones
mark the resting places of soldiers, cadets, and airmen who died on British soil during the
war. There, among them, lies Claude — remembered not for long service in battle, but for
the youth and promise he gave in uniform, cut down before he could ever take his place in
the skies.

Claude V. Grigson’s story is a reminder that sacrifice in war takes many forms. At eighteen,
he trained to become part of the future of military aviation, but illness claimed him before
he could fly in combat. His grave at Shorncliffe stands as part of the larger story of the
Great War — of courage, loss, and young lives ended too soon.
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