In Memory of Gunner’s Mate 3™ Class Ralph Ira Pennock

1918 - 1942

(United States Navy, Pacific Theatre of Operations)

Age: 23

Parents: Raymond Pennock & Lola Stringham
Conflict: World War

Country Enlisted In: United States of America
Country of Death: United States of America
Relation: Maternal 5" Cousin 1X Removed

Ralph Ira Pennock was born in 1918 in lowa and answered his country’s call in the dark
early months of the Second World War. He enlisted in the United States - 7

Navy on 5 January 1942, joining a service already engaged in a desperate
struggle for control of the Pacific.

Trained as a Gunner’s Mate Third Class, Ralph was responsible for the
operation and maintenance of shipboard weapons and ammunition
systems—duties demanding technical skill, vigilance, and courage,
especially in the vulnerable waters surrounding Hawaii in 1942.

He served aboard USS YP-277, a patrol vessel tasked with local o
defense and security operations. On 23 May 1942, while en
route to French Frigate Shoals north of Hawaii, YP-277 struck
a U.S. mine and was engulfed by fire. To prevent capture, the
vessel was scuttled east of Hawaii. Of her crew, only two men
survived.

Ralph Ira Pennock was lost at sea, presumed drowned in the
line of duty. He was just 25 years old.

Though he has no known grave, his sacrifice is permanently
commemorated at the Honolulu Memorial, where his name
stands among those who gave
their lives in the Pacific and Gunner’s Mate 3" Class, US Navy

were never recovered. His service



reflects the peril faced by sailors in the early months of the war and the quiet heroism of
those who stood watch far from home.
He is remembered with honour.
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Honolulu, Hawaii, United States




