In Memory of Private Harry Thomas Hazlewood Prentis

1896 - 1917
(1st Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry)

Age: 21

Parents: Henry Prentis & Maria Hazlewood

Conflict: World War |, The Great War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Country of Death: Iraq (Mesopotamia)

Relation: Paternal 3@ Cousin 3X Removed

Harry Thomas Hazlewood Prentis was only 21 years old when he left

home to serve in the Great War. He enlisted in the British Army, joining
the 1st Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, a
regiment with a proud history that found itself deployed far from
Europe in one of the war’s harshest campaigns — Mesopotamia.

By early 1917, his battalion was serving in what is now Iraq,
fighting along the Tigris River as British and Indian forces
pushed northward in their effort to capture Baghdad. The
Mesopotamian front was notorious not only for its battles

but for its environment. The heat was oppressive by day, while
nights could be bitterly cold. Dust storms rolled across the
flatlands, filling eyes and mouths with grit, and the
ever-present threat of disease — dysentery, malaria, and

heatstroke — claimed many more lives than bullets or shells.

The sounds here were different from those on the Western
Front: the creak of mule trains hauling supplies through sand,
the splash of oars on the Tigris as troop boats moved upriver,
and the sharp crack of rifle fire echoing across barren ground
with little cover. For soldiers like Harry, survival meant
enduring not just the enemy but the climate itself. In quiet
moments, his mind may have turned to home — green

1st Battalion, Oxfordshire and
fields, familiar faces, and the longing for a place far Buckinghamshire Light

removed from the desert sun. Infantry



On 2 March 1917, during the Mesopotamia Campaign, Private Prentis died. The cause of
death was not recorded, leaving his final moments uncertain — whether in battle, from
wounds, or from the relentless hardships of the campaign. He was 21 years old.

Harry is buried in the Basra War Cemetery, Iraq, where thousands of his comrades who
served and died in the same campaign are also laid to rest. Though far from home, his
name endures in memory, a young man whose life was given in a distant land during a war
that reached across continents.
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