In Memory of Air Commodore

John William Boldero Grigson

1893 - 1943

(No. 20 Service Flying Training School, Rhodesian Air Training Group)

7 -

Age: 50 4
Spouse: Mary Sayle

Conflict: World War

Country Enlisted In: United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland
Country of Death: Zimbabwe (formerly Southern Rhodesia)

Relation: Paternal 4" Cousin 2X Removed

John William Boldero Grigson was born in 1893 in Pelynt, Cornwall, England, the eldest of
seven sons of William Grigson and Mary Boldero. His life was shaped early by
service, leadership, and aviation at a time when military flying was stillin its
infancy.

He first served during the First World War, flying with the Royal Naval Air
Service, and later with the Royal Air Force following its formation in 1918. A
highly capable and respected pilot, he remained in service between the
wars, building experience and professional standing during a period when
the RAF was small and aviation demanded exceptional skill and discipline.

In 1933, he married Mary Sayle in England. Together they raised a family,
and at the time of his death he left behind a ten-year-old son.

During the Second World War, John Grigson continued his service with the
Royal Air Force and rose to senior command. By 1943, he was serving as
Acting Air Officer Commanding within the Rhodesian Air Training Group,
under whose auspices many future RAF pilots received their first flying
instruction. His role placed him at the heart of the Empire Air Training Scheme,
overseeing the preparation of aircrew destined for operational service across
multiple theatres of war. Air Cormnadsr
Royal Air Force



On 3 July 1943, Air Commodore Grigson was killed in a flying accident during a training
flight in Southern Rhodesia. His aircraft crashed at Antelope Mine, near Bulawayo, resulting
in his death. He was fifty years old.

Air Commodore Grigson is buried at the Harare Pioneer Cemetery, where he rests far from
his birthplace, in a land central to the
wartime training effort he helped lead.

His death marked yet another loss for a
family already deeply scarred by war. Of
the seven Grigson brothers, six died in
service to their country—three during
the First World War, two during the
Second World War, and one in an
aircraft accident shortly after the war’s
end. Few families bore such a sustained
and generational cost.

Air Commodore John William Boldero
Grigson did not return. He is
remembered as an airman of two wars,
a senior commander entrusted with the
training of future pilots, and as part of a
family whose sacrifice spanned
continents and conflicts.
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